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conversations" between Vienna and St. Petersburg fell to
the ground, owing to Poincare's decisive disapproval and
desire to substitute in its place Triple Entente pressure at
Vienna. The direct conversations which Sazonov consented
to undertake later, July 26-28, after Poincare had left Rus-
sia and no longer exercised such an immediate influence on
the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs, were owing tc
the initiative, not of Sir Edward Grey, but of the German
Ambassador in St. Petersburg.37
grey's proposal for mediation between* austria
and russia
On the morning of Friday, July 24, Count Mensdorff
called at Downing Street to communicate the Austrian Note
to Serbia and the reasons for it. Sir Edward Grey's report
of the interview shows his alarm for the peace of Europe:
I said . . . that I thought it a great pity that a time-
limit, and such a short time-limit, had been introduced at
this stage, and the note seemed to me the most formidable
document I had ever seen addressed by one State to another
that was independent. ...
I was not, however, making these comments m order to
discuss the merits of the dispute between Austria-Hungary
and Serbia; that was not our concern. It was solely from
the point of view of the peace of Europe that I should con-
cern myself with the matter, and I felt great apprehension.
I must wait to hear the views of other Powers, and no
doubt we should consult with them to see what could be
done to mitigate difficulties.38
This was a very busy and harassing day for Sir Edward.
The Buckingham Palace Conference had just broken down
and failed to bring about any solution of the Irish question,
 37	See below, at notes 80-83.
 38	Grey to British Ambassadors in Europe, July 24, 1:30 P.M.; B£>.,
91.   Confirmed by Mensdorff to Berchtold, July 24, 2:50 P.M.; A.B.B., II,
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